[ AN INSE VIEW OF THE REBELLION.

Btatements of John Parker, a Contraband.

HIS SERVICE IX THE REBEL ARMY,

THE BATTLE OF BULL RUN.

Thirty-six Hoodred Rebels Buried 4fte;
the Battle.

NEGROES EMPLOYED IY THE REBEL ARNY.

Beaurcgard’s Proemises of Pay and
Freedom (o Slaves,

From an interview with an unusually inteliizent
‘* contraband,” who has been in tho employ of the
rebels since March lsst, and who was o the battle
of Bull Run, having charge of a gun in tho third
battery during tho whole engagement, woaro fur-
nlslied with a graphic pletare of the rebellios from
the othor slde, as well as a very interesting ace
count of the baltle of Bull Run, tho forces en-

gaged and the results of the engagement. We
give bls story, with dates and numbers, as hio told |

It, and after a rigld cross-questioning we are sat- |
‘ sficd of the gencral truth of the statements. |

In reply to luquiries he gave Lis namo as Jobn |
Parker, stated that he was Lomn in Kiog and
(ueen county, near Richmond, Virginia; 1s about
fotty ycars ofage, a carpeuter by trade, marrledand
bhas four children. Ouc of his childres, seventeen |
years of age, is a body servant with his master, |
Thomas Grigge, now a colonel in the rebet artay-
The next, fourteen years old, was sold eix months
Lefore the war, The others (a Loy aged elght
years and a girlof six years) cscaped across Coon's
Ferry with thels mother in the latter past of De:
cember.  Parker is a stout, healthy mulatto,
Intclligent above the average of slaves, can read
the large print of thke Bible, speaks quite plalaly
and very fuentiy, appears exiremely consclen-
tious, and appears to be a sincere and devoted
Christian, . |

Iu March, 1561, he was hired out to the rebe) |
goverament, with nine others of his master’s forty
slaves, to wotk upon masked batteriesand trenches |
at Winchiester, Virginia, Theee batteries are dog
under the Lank in form of a * halt moon,” about
#iv miles from the town, There were between
four and tive bundred slaves at work at Winches- |
ter until April tast, when two hundred were taken
to ¥ burg to
and mashed batteries along the Rappalannock
tiver, both Lelow and above the town.

TUE DEFENCES OF RICOMOND,

In May there was a great call for hands to forti.
fy Richmond, as the scat of governnient had been
remo sed thither,  Over one thousand slaves were
: bired in the vieinity of Winchester and Frede-

wksburg alone to do this labor, and mavy thou- .

sande of negroes were kept at work, under white
wasters, building batterlesand cutreuchments aod
furtifying the city.  The bills oncachalde of Rich-

¢ moud were fortified, but the princlpal fortitlea.
tions were on the other slde of James river, ln
Munchester and Spring HHL

Thete were also many hundred glaves employed
in buildinga military macadamised road from Bull
Run to Fredericksbunz. Thls road ls almost
stralglit, very wide, and very Lard, aud is shorter
than the route formwerly used.  Parker states that
the distance from Richmond to Bull Run by the
new road ks but sixty miles, white the distance by
the old one is elgbity-four miles.

PARKER'S SLRVICE IN THE REBEL ARMY.

Tu the course of convensatlon, Parker described
his view of the battie of Bull Run as follows : i

**When did you leave Richmond

* Dischanged "bout fust of June; went horae to
plantation, Master lived near Bull Run, He went
into the army then, with two young masters, and
the *cruiting man came and got the overseer; and
old mistress and young mlstress lock up all but ‘
dining-room, and they go away, and leave us to |
keep house; don’t Kuow where; we *spect goue
to the free states.”

#What became of you, and what did you slaves
do¥”

“Ob, we Jl<t eat and eat all we could, and took
carc of oursclves; didn't do nothing, The army
took away six pair mules, slx pair oxen, and give
waster bonds for'em."

“ Did all the masters 20 to the anny and leave
thelr slaves at home?™

“Yes, Jist you can't fud onc master in the
country. Al gone, all gone.'

“But how canie you fu the army™ * &

#QGh, there comes an offleer and Lk
Lest of us to drill down to Bull Run.”

“How many colored persons were there in the
army at Bull Run”?

*+One whole reglment free colored persons, and
two reglments slaves amony the white regiments,
oue company to cach, Al white otilcers.”

“What did you do then "

“We jlst drilled, drilled, dritlcd—swab, load,
;\lm;_ wannen i the mesk’ batterics at Hull

Run."
" * How many masked batterigs wore thereat Bull
un ¥
“ron The fust jiet over in tho comer of tho
» heat Hold 3 1ho auaatid—that'e s o —rouud sl vt
ner, tizhit down In the woods; and the three—that's
minc—at the Jul ade de wheat fleld, and then
the fuurth way back. All croas tire and cross-

De {ust fourtecn ywuns, the other twelve, |
hiree—that’s mlue—fourteen guns, the other

es ail the

TUE DATTLE,

“ How long did you drill, and did you kuow |
when the attack was to be made ¥ 1

“Oyle; dey jist knew four five days, all the time |
afore; drilled aud changed cannon more'n a
month. O, dls slch a hurry, sich prepamation;
dey knowed when you troops come. The fust
charge you drove us over de Run; then we alt
get In de trenches.  Dis 8aturday, ‘Lout one or
two o'clock, fight thil eight—den our guns dic
down. ’Bout clght General Jobnson come down
from Wincheater with ten thousand troops to
Junction, DIs yer two rallroads come ln, two go
out, and a canal, and we call it Junction. Bure.
gard Keep way down the hill; his aid decamp ride
10 biim tell the news,

“(ireal many troops come from Richmond that
pight; 40,000 al Bull Run Saturday mornlng;
0,000 at Junction; Johnson comc from Win-
chester and bring ten thousand,  We stay inmask
battery all night; ready In the morning; com-
mence fighting Sunday mornlng seveu o'clock,
At nine or ten the cars bring up troops from Junc-
tion; relnforce 50,000 at noon; troops all up at
three o'clock.  Begln with the heavy cannon In
the morning t two o'clock; the muskets under
the canpon. Sunday moming Sherman battery |
go round the wheat ficld and fire, fire, firc on the
Lattery down in the woods; Lut it did not answer
1111 the first battery ln corner of the wheat field
open; then them in the woods open, and dey
jist had the battery ’tween two fires; took *cun
all, pix brass guns,

“When your troops charge the muskels we
run behind the trenches. Qur guns kill most, as
you could not ace us, Fight tillnloc o'clock—jist
light so to see. Dcn dey both rup, all run, jlst go
toward Rich d and Junctlon, till ald-d I
tell Beauregard you run; den de 600 Black lomse
Cavalry jist follow you, chasc you clear to Alex.
andria,

« Black Horsc all rich mens® sons, jist complote
thelr own, horses all black, on their own money- |
Dey not come till alimost day Hght. They bring
1,500 prizouners.  Al} night we jlist pick up bootss
ehoes, muskete, coats. Ob, de awful noise—
some men cry ‘Help! help!" Sowe cry, some
bollering, some water, some most dead. Ok, me
neber want to fec *nother war, Hundreds! hun-
dreds 'most killed on the ground. Somenoarms,
some no legs! Ob, ob™

“Why dld sou not follow our troops "

“We did not yo alter you; ‘frald 'nother fight
Monday. Kept fixing guns and trenches. Jeil
Davis cotne on Wednesday, and s sald he could
tiuke Woeliiogton if he know'd yon go clear there.
He “spect *nother fight cvery day.”

TEKRILLE SLACGHTER OF THE REEELY,

{2 Yaukec cannon ball struck the drum and

| fear thiat the Lord was on theslde of tho South,

| creat muny were escaping, however, determined

eotored people not beliere, we still hope h!gorl
free us." ol

“ When did you leare Bull Run?"” T

40, Jlat wo fix up de tronehes and bal'laries sad
£0 to Muason Hill, to de Potomac, bwid more up
here, Georgetown, and all round. ‘Dey give us
s £0 go home snd seede plantet.on, and how de
mistress Live. Al white folks ge.ne to de war, alt
de mistress go way South and to the free states.

' Den Beayregard say ho gl all de slaves sight
dollars g ;month, dor freedotn and big farm of land |
if hey fight and be good soldiers. Den de slaves
g0 to Bght to got their freedom.”

In reply to furtber cross-questionlng, Parker
stated that there are BOW fwelve regiments of negroes
{n the vicinity of Bull Run and Manassas Junction,
He knew nothlog of others, except that there
werethree companles at Gray's Ferry and one at
Ceon's Ferry on the Potomac. Theses reglment®
are one pany in a reglment, with
white officers, and (rusted with all guard and pickel
duties in their turn ; the ofilcers Grst makiog them
promise to kill all the white plckets and keep a
good look-out. One slave from Alsbama was re-
comtmended by his master, John Peco, a8 a sharp-
shooter, and was placed on plcket duty and killed
three of your plckets, and was alterwards shot ozo
night, which was a sourco of general congratula-
tion nmong the negroes, as they do not intend to
shoot tho white soldiers,

Hegavousa direct and candid account of tAe
promise of Beauregard to pay the slaves cight dollars
a month, and that the notice was published in the
Rlehmond Despaleh {he next week after the battle
of Bull Run,

In speaking of the battle of Bull Run Parker
succloctly narrated the manner of each attack,
and the progress of the battle until its closc. 1o
sald some one came jn and told them four or five
dags before the attack, and “they kep! learning
every day,” and that a large number of south-
ermers rode aliead of the Yankee troops to Bull
Run on Saturday.

DATTLE SCENES,

At the tlme the battle commenced tho rebels
Bad forty thousand troops at Bull Run, which had
been sent from Richmond aud the Juuctlon, snd
thot the redéls made the first sland on the other
sldo of the Run, and were drove back at the first
charge.

The manner In which the batleries wero con-
ceaied let Sherman’s battery past the first to an
attack upon the sccond In the woods, when thoy
toth opened fire and took the whole of the bat-
tery, men and guns. The contratand told one
Iucldent with great gusto. In the afternoon of
Saturday a rebel drummer Loy, about twcive
yeare of age, was eitting upon hls drum, when

“kooched it abl around.”

Al the close of the battle on Saturday night, be-
tween olght and nine o'clock, the rebels were
wotully frightened, and expected to full back to
Mabasaas on Sanday. ‘To ourInquiries the contra.
tand rave us the slation and number of cach
brigade at the commencement, and was positive
that thero were forty thousand engaged. 1o aald
Joh Lrought only d from Win.
cheater, and arrived on Saturday uight, taking
vommand of the atmy under Beauregard on Sun-
day. Beauregard had his headquarters about a
mile from Bull Run, to which place tho alds were
{2 constant communication. On Sunday mornlog
the battle opencd at scven o'clock, and at nine
the relnforcements began o arrlve by rallroad as
251 a3 they could be brought. At noon a body of
thirty thousand came on foot from the Junction
and ubout twenty thuusand had come by ratlroad
‘The rest came up by thres o'clock, and the fight
continued untll nine o'clock, when the blleries were
deserted, and the vebels Igft in haste for Manassas,
awaking a stampede, like a flock of sheep,

At this juncture, while Beaurezard was trying
to rally s men, his ald Informed bim that the
Yankees were tlying for Washington, and he sent
all the force hie could cemnaud (that of the six
hundred Black Horée Cavalry) In pursuit, who,
upon thelr return, reported that they had chased
the Yankces to Alexandria,  Zhey losl (wo Aundred
killed, Those of the rebe) troops who could be
rallicd were employed all night in pleking up the
guos, baggage and ammunition left (o the ticld,
and rifiing the dead and wounded of whatever they
could find. At the assurance that our troops hiad
fled Beauregard raliied, and agaln manned and re-
palred the batterles, aud threw up additional en.

h In hourly exy ion of auotler
attack.  But his army was co frigzhtencd that they
could not get any force to follow outside the forth.
ficatlons. In fact, from the description of the
coutraband, (ke whole rebel army was whippeds
routed, and bad our lroops held out an hour
lopger would bhave Lecn in possession of the
works at Bull Kun and the new macadamised road
frow Bull Run to Fredericksburg,

TRAYER AXD FIGHTING,

In repiy to auotlicr Inquiry about the thanks.
civing «ter Bull Ruo, he repeated Rev. John
Willlims's prayerat conslderable length—i good
axmple of southiern braggadocio and bombast—hut
il that * the colored peaple did not betieve ki,
nor that the Lord wis on that slde. unti! alier the
battle of Dall's Bluff, when he was told there
were about four thousand of our troops killed and
tany driven Into the river and drowned.” This
cvent, hie gald, disheartencd the slaves, and they
were afrald that the Lord bad heard the * pray,
tray. pray of John Whllama.?  He rald tbatal)
ihe old ten and tho boya wore lu the y
Mtany of thetr coldlers orver slxty years ol Par-
ker added that, until the government giined a
sictory, the slaves would tight for the rebls * for

aud that they had ot to be slaves always.” A

10 go to Caweda, wihiere they Knew they should be
free.

To our Inquiry whetber he would not like to
(barge » catinon upon the southern masters, he
rejlicd that he could do it with pleasure, and ho
+lionld know how to **turn de ecrew;™ but added
Le, * Oh fLord, dis colerd person tiever want tosce
another Lattle.”

STATEMENTS CONFIRMED,

ARer repeated and indirectinterrozatories as to
the number anddisposal of the dead, wounded
and priconcrs in the rebel army after (he battle
we were unable to get auy contradietion of Par.
ker's first statement, that their lots was three
thonsand six hundred Killed, and that they totd
1dm ours was four thousand, and that they had
one thonsand five hundred of our prisoners,
wounded and all, To the question as to thenum.
ter of rebels wounded, he stated at one time five
thousand four hundred, and at another gavo those
of the first day at one thonssnd aix bundred, and
that of the sccond day about four thousand, which
shiows a slight discrepancy, )

The description of the tottle-field while the
surgeons were engaged In burying the dead, was
revolting in the extreme.  No commencement of
the burylug was wmade untll after the arrival of
Jeff. Davis on Wednesday, and the bodles were
not all burled until Friday of the following weck.
Parker states that the bodies became otfensive, and
the burzards had dlsfigured the faces of a large
proportion of the killed on both sldes. lle

d the birds by hundreds and hundred
Every rag of clotbing was taken off, and the
elaves cmployed to clean it for tho rebel army.

In reply to interrogations concerning tho offer
of Benregard to pay tho slaves, Parker stated that
they had ot yet got any moncy, and that he ex-
pected that the masters bad got * bonds.” e
aald that 1he negross pow had no falth in tho
promise of pay and frcedom, and that they were
escaping as fast as an opportunity offered.

To our Inquiries whether the slaves were deter-
mined to come North, and If they knew that they
would be free, he sald they all understand ft per-
fectly well, but every slave found coming towards
our liucs was shot. Tley may go as faras they
please Bouth and not a master be found to stop
them. He gave the fact that about one bundred
kems of powder a day was nanufactared at Fred®
cricksburyg, and that It was sent to all parts of the |
Sonth, Ho eald he was a carpenter by trade, and |
had made many of the carriages, upon which the |
cannons at Bull Rup were fired.  He showed toour !
satisfaction that the slaves were laoking out for
their freedoin, and that they perfectly understand
1he means of getting it, and on which slde of this
war thefr intercats are. But we do not careto
bind thelr shackles tighter, nor thwartany of thele

h d they sre maoy and well lald—by '

% You pris’ners went to d, and de band
play ‘ Way in Disfe March all de way. Kept
repalring all de lme—"frald bizger battle.”

“ Burrled deadones; look tro eecks.  De Colonol
keep paperand pen; e dlg trenches eiyht fret deep,
Jist put one soldier one way one ‘lolher, eight in
trench,and cover*em, Takt all de rings, de lock®
cte, dc moncy, coats, de shoes, trowsers, and
cherythlog off; put-all money, ringa, In a box fo
send to Richmond, Some had all cut to pleces;
some not burried for long time; burzards—oh,
hundreds, hundreds—bite and pick out der eyes;
de fust thing they look for is do uye; plck der
face; deysmell bad, Colored pussons not like to
take off der clothes at all.  DeCclonel keep nutn®
Ler, elght in all trenches; can count trenches
now; none of our troops and you put in together
—all separate.”

« How many of ;rour troops were thero kilied

4 Mor'n three thasand,  Three thousand and siz
Tondred.”

4 Ape you sure 1here werc as many as that "

Q, sartiy, jistkirow. Do Colonel keep de paper
and de pen Jist’s you do, and dc trenches, know
sartin. Wy when you shells come {n de trenches
dey jist kil ebrybmdy there. One big one split,
i} twenty-three colored men fn vumnber four—~
most all jn de trench,  Dey climb out and notgo
back, Doehells Jlst go clar ober de four mask
Lattery, kil eberstody. Moet cbery ono of do
free colored regimest killed, Two hundred black
horee cavalry, Only dc colored pereons bury de
dead onca,  You kitled four thoneand."”

©Doyou thlnk you killed four thousand of our
troope "

«Yls, yls, dls sartin; de Colonel count emall,
But we no charge to kil de white peoplo. We
tumn do screw, charge over and under; we knews
all de colored peopls knew, they not shoot you,
Master eay do white people cum to take us away
10 ki)l us, sell ourchildren; butde colored prople
not believe him, an say yls, yis, but not think so.
We talk onrselves that you cum to kill our mas-
ters—meko us free.”

APIER THE BATTLE.

«'We had groat fast day, thanksgiving-day, great
prayer—pray, pray, pray; all do slaves go, and
‘minleter, Jokn Willisms, proy ; pray degood Lord
ake us strong Lo whip our enemies ss of old. He
thank de Lord he help us to fight and whip the

He pray that we whip them cbery time—
£00d Lord be on his slde. We, colored
2ot belleve him—not till Ball Bluff, dea

1

!
£

do Lord hear his prayer. Des hundreds
people and slaves come to Sght; etill we

3
-

ol

siving Information to the rebels. The slaves welj
understand and belleve that this war is to make
them free.

To our inquiry whether the colored people
wanted to shoot our troops, he sald ne! That
they know how to turn the screw and firg over us.
He sald they might bavo kitled o grest muny more
of us, but the negroes had charge of the guns and
they all agreed to fire over us **a heap ot times.”

In the coureo of his conversation he described
tho powder mills of Frederlcksburg, saylng that
they wade A hundred Kege a day, and the powler
was sent South.

To ap Jngulsy bow he got away, he told us a
deep 1ald plan, perfectly understood throughout
tho South, and that the slaves were putting it (n
execution, bundreds and hundreds escaping. He
crossed Gray’s ferryabove Georgetown, and after
an loterview with General Banks's divisfon re-
turned through the cnemy’s ranks and gave bla wife
and the other negroes in the vicinlty theasqurance
ihey 60 much wanted—that our troops wers
friendly, and that they would mot be seat back;
and after prepariog for her escape aguin, crossed
1he ferry and came to New York. His wife, two
children and seven others crossed Coon’s ferry,
amile above, soon after.

FARKER AND HIS FAMILY,

Mr, Parker 1s now In search of his wite and two
children, who came to this city somo days since
and 23 s00n 28 be finds them Intends going to Cal
nada (as he is nol quite sure of his safety here) or
10 somo smaller town, to settle snd work at his
trade, confident that hocan take care of his familys
and wishing to epend the remainder of his life in
freedom.

Should this statement fall under the eye of Mre. .
Richard Parker, (wbo was, on the night of Decem-
‘er 28th, furnished a letter by her husband to Mr.
Beecher, of this city, and informed how to escape,
and who afterwards crossed the Polomsc at
Coon's Ferry,) or sny of her fricnds, she can find
her husbund, whbo s snxiously awaiting her, by |
calling upon or sddressing Mr. W. E.Whitney, No.
Gl John street, New York. }




